
Annual Report 2010–2011 51



3 The SEED Foundation Annual Report 2010–2011 1



2 The SEED Foundation Annual Report 2010–2011 3



4 The SEED Foundation Annual Report 2010–2011 5



6 The SEED Foundation Annual Report 2010–2011 7

Dear Friends,

Over the last 20 years as an educator in New York, I often 

fantasized about an environment that gave me more time with 

students. No matter how I saturated kids with morals, study 

habits, and life skills, some of it would seep out when they left 

school each afternoon. I thought: If only I could have students 

24 hours a day.

 In my new job at SEED, I have realized my dream. Here, 

we can supplement our positive daytime efforts with equally 

constructive work at night. With the great leadership team 

and faculty here at The SEED School of Maryland, I’m taking 

advantage of this gift of time. We want to provide differentiated 

instruction in every class, every day, so each student is getting 

the rigorous instruction he or she needs. Among our other goals 

for the year: To improve communication between our student 

life and academic teams; to send weekly progress reports to 

all parents; and to make the most of our beautiful sports and 

performing arts facilities. 

 When I arrived in June, I began taking daily photos of our 

students and sharing them with parents. These images show 

many facets of life here, but mostly, they show that we need not 

wait until year’s end to celebrate our achievements. In a very 

short time, I’ve learned that success stories unfold at SEED every 

24 hours.

 Sincerely,
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LensProToGo

Since owner Paul Friedman 
learned about SEED on 
60 Minutes in May 2010, 
LensProToGo has donated two 
percent of its gross rental revenue 
to SEED. Paul’s company even has 
a page on its website about SEED, 
letting others know why its team 
supports our mission: 

lensprotogo.com/we-give

The Bill & Melinda Gates  
Foundation

SEED sought out the Gates 
Foundation to host a meeting 
for 22 charter management 
organizations to discuss 
college access and success for 
low-income, first-generation 
college students. SEED played 
a key role in the meeting’s 
sessions, including leading one 
of the discussions. The Gates 
Foundation also awarded SEED 
funding to develop a blueprint 
that will help us successfully 
establish and operate future 
schools and a curriculum 
aligned with the common core 
state standards to prepare 
our students for college-level 
coursework. 

Tawara D. Goode

In 2004, Tawara established 
the Jahmal Taylor Scholarship 
Fund in memory of her son, who 
passed away nearly 10 years ago. 
He was once a resident advisor at 
The SEED School of Washington, 
D.C. Tawara, with the help of her 
supportive friends and family, 
raises money for scholarships 
that we award to one or two SEED 
graduates each year. To date, we 
have given scholarships to 16 
graduates. 
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